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ABSTRACT 


This report examines and provides a profile of those residents 
PoTadced ets drug contract houses during 1977 and: 197 8. 

There were a total of 33 individuals released in 1977 and 55 
released in 2978. In 1977, 10 xrndividuals or 30% of the total 
releasee population escaped from these houses compared to 19 indi- 
viduals or 35% in 1978. The completion rate for the 1977 sample 
was 45% and for the 1978 sample, the completion rate was 49%. If 
those individuals who voluntarily returned to their sending insti- 
tutions are included in the totals for computing the completion 
rates, there would be a completion rate of 44% for the 1977 sample 


and 42% for the 1978 completion rate. 
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F INTRODUCTION 

In June of 1972, the Massachusetts State Legislature passed the 
"Correctional Reform Act" authorizing the establishment of different 
correctional programs that were to be outside of the walled institu- 
tions. In these programs, individuals who were within eighteen months 
of their parole eligibility date were authorized to be placed in small 
residential centers to complete the remainder of their sentences. 

In June of 1977, the Wasenchuseebs Department of Correction began 
sending individuals to drug contract houses. These programs were es- 
tablished because of the concern about drug abusers in the system and 
the unique problems that they have as they attempt to get reintegrated 
into the community. Some of these programs attempt to assist in the 
reheboeieaeion of drug-dependent individuals through creating a 
therapeutic environment that will make an individual receptive to 
change. They also generally utilize group meetings, encounter 
meetings, or community meetings where individuals are encouraged to 
share the problems that they are currently experiencing in order to 
prevent their return to drug dependency. 

This present study is the first component in a three-part 
evaluation of residents released from a drug contract house in 1977 
and 1978, the first two years of their operation. This report includes 
information on the movement of the population in and out of the drug 
houses, program termination data, and a statistical breakdown of 
background characteristics of program participants according to their 
classification as program completers or non-completers. The second 
component of the evaluation will be a comparison of commitment, 
‘background and criminal history variables between individuals of the 


drug contract houses who are program completers and program non-completers. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2014 


https://archive.org/details/clientprofiledru0Owill 


The final component of the evaluation will be a one year recidivism 


follow-up for the 1977 and 1978 releasee sample. 


SAMPLES 


During 1977, there were 34 residents released from drug houses 
and there were 65 released in 1978. Of the 1977 samvle, one individual 
voluntarily returned to higher security and was excluded from the 
sample population, qisting a final total of 33 residents released in 
1977. Of the 1978 sample, 9 individuals voluntarily returned to 
higher security rather than remain in the programs and were excluded 
from the sample. One individual was transferred to a hospital and 
was also excluded from the sample giving a final 1978 releasee 


sample of 55. 
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The breakdown of releases in 1977 and 1978 by individual 


facilities is as follows: 


RELEASED FROM 
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For comparative purposes, the total sample for each year was 
divided into two groups - program completers and program non-completers. 
A program completer was defined as any resident who successfully 
completed his stay at one of the drug houses and was released to the 
street either by permit of the Parole Board or by a certificate of 
atecteree: Also, individuals who eeecived a lateral transfer toa 
Similar security institution are included as program completers. 

A program non-completer was defined as any resident who escaped or 

who did not complete his stay in the program but was instead returned 
to his sending institution. Also individuals who voluntarily returned 
to their schtdag EeeGheweione are excluded from the non-completion 
sample. When the total sample for each year was so divided, the 

' results were as follows: for 1977 - 15 residents were program com- 
pleters (completion rate 45%) and 18 residents were program non- 
completers (non-completion rate 55%); for 1978 - 27 residents were 
program completers (completion. rate 49%) and 28 were program non- 
completers (non-completion rate 51%). When individuals who voluntarily 
returned are added to the totals, the results are as follows: for 1977 - 
“Vs residents were program completers (completion rate 44%) and 19 resi- 
dents were program non-completers (non-completion rate 56%); for 1978 - 
27 residents were program completers (ecnplletion rate 42%) and 37 

were program non-completers (non-completion rate 58%). 

There were several eee eene reasons for a return to a higher 
security institution. Some examples are ag fe lueuee violation of 
house or department rules, inability to adjust to program, attemoted 
or actual escape, or being a major disciplinary problem while at the 
facility. The specatic seasons for a return to a higher security 


institution in BO77eand 1978 are summarized in Tables IV and V. 
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DATA COLLECTION 


Data collected for both sample years consisted of commitment, 


social background and criminal history variables. Data was derived 


from the computerized data base developed by the Correction and 
Parole Management Information System (CAPMIS) and was produced 
on the Massachusetts State College Computer Network (MSCCN). 


A complete statistical breakdown by variable for each sample 


year is documented in Table VII. 
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SUMMARY 


Several variables appear to distinguish between program 
completers and program non-completers based on this profile. 
Some variables that seem to be relevant to examine include: 
Number of Furloughs, eee Grade Completed, Number of Court 
Appearances, Number of Juvenile TAeeEeereeions and Age at 
Pre-Release Placement. These variables appear to be significant 
from examining the percentages in each year. The next component 
of the evaluation of the drug contract houses will deal with the 
specific examination of the variables that distinguish between program 
éompiereee and program non-completers for this sample and to dis- 
tingquish where the significant differences lie. 

It is also significant to note that of the individuals who were 
released from drug contract houses, only 4 residents (or 12%) of 
‘he 1977 sample and 6 residents (or 11%) of the 1978 sample were 
committed for drug offenses. This percentage is the same as for 
the over2ll population and seems to indicate that the population in 
the drug contract houses is not very different from the population in 
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